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century which brought about the constitutions of 1848
and 1874.   Since then its individualistic doctrines have
been made by economic developments to appear as the
callousness of those who possess, since the leading
bankers and industrialists belonged to the Freisinn
Party and for many years doggedly resisted legislation
to protect labour.   This led to a particularly violent
feud between the Freethinking Party and the Social
Democrats, who became very strong immediately after
the World War, and the Freisinn people found them-
selves pushed back into an alliance with the enemy
they had once existed to destroy, the conservative
Catholic Party.   This curious manage de conveyance in
the Federal Council, where the Catholics have made
up for the Freethinking majority by the tenacious
character of M. Motta, has therefore dominated Swiss
political life since the war.   People who admired the
British constitution were content that the Socialists
should be a strong opposition out of office, the more
since they had taken up an extreme pacifist position
and objected to all military expenditure until 1936.  In
that year, however, the Socialists, realizing that paci-
fism was a language incomprehensible to National
Socialists, completely revised their attitude, and since
the Swiss was not the British constitution, and as the
menace from Germany to small neighbour countries
grew, it was more and more felt that in the interests
of national unity the Socialists should be brought into
the Federal Council.
The election in December 1938 provided an oppor-
tunity to bring this about. There was still, however,
a profound distrust for Socialist finance on account of
the free-handed behaviour of the Socialist municipal
s